
 

Editor’s Corner 
 How many pretty flowers grow at Puttenahalli Lake? A good way to find out is to visit the 
lake premises during the transition of the seasons and, not the least, do the Spring Flower 
Quiz curated by Nupur Jain, in this edition of Ripples. Follow it up with Sangita Agrawal’s 
“Lake Exotica”- a rich description of some exotic and rare blooms at the lake, and your 
knowledge is complete. On your visit to the lake, you cannot miss the asymmetrical tree 
trunks installed in the lake bed as bird perches; an open invitation to birds of all feathers to 
find habitat here.  Usha Rajagopalan’s article, “Birds and their Perches,” gives you a vivid 
account of the trunks’ hefty transportation and installation. Your gaze may then swoop and 
alight on some beautiful birds in the water. Coots! Jayashree Govind has eloquently 
described their rich and piquant lives in her endearing article- “As Crazy as a Coot,” 
complemented with some picture-perfect photography. Replenish this with Jayapadma’s 
pretty sketches of song birds and Deepa Mohan’s intriguing CrossBird puzzle. There is 
Canna in the floating islands with its exotic red and yellow blooms! Do you know that they 
have magical qualities? Vishnupriya Hathwar describes its reclamation properties in his 
carefully deconstructed piece “Canna Lily or Canna.” You may yearn for a moment of 
relaxation and meditation and stroll into the gazebo to sit and languidly gaze at the lake. 
Cavery Bopaiah’s article, “A Gaze at the Gazebo,” encompassing its history and design, 
would never again make you consider a gazebo with an easy nonchalance. And in the 
garden across, the saplings planted by Manya have sprouted green foliage. Meet 10 year old 
conservationist, Manya Harsha, a fierce protector of the earth, in her passionately worded 
feature “Let’s Pledge to Become Eco Warriors.” 

The late renowned conservationist, Sri SG Neginhal, has been eulogised by Dr. KH Vinaya 
Kumar in his memorable piece “The Tree Man of Bangalore.” In Dr. Neginhal’s honour, 
Ripples has reprised his 2018 perspicacious article, “Greening Bangalore.” 

The book, “Indian Champions who are Saving the Planet,” authored by Bijal Vachharajani 
and Radha Rangarajan, has been reviewed by teenage critics Aditi and Rukmani with clear 
analysis, highlighting all the salient features of the book. 

And first off, catch the half-year lake communiqué compiled by Divya Shetty in “Lake 
Journal.”  

Good wishes and good tidings for the time ahead 

Vijayalakshmi Kutty 

Your suggestions and contributions to Ripples are very 
welcome. Please write to ripplespnlit@gmail.com   

 


