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The restoration work by Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) at the lake is 
progressing, albeit rather slowly due to the Covid 19 pandemic. Our plan to get the lake ready 
by the end of April has been pushed back by a couple of months, but our resolve to bring the 
lake back to its pristine glory remains immovable and we continue to work with greater 
fervour. During the past six months, we participated in several discussions, talks and 
interviews so as to share knowledge and raise awareness on conservation of water bodies. 

January 2021- June 2021 

19th January – PNLIT Chairperson Usha Rajagopalan was invited to be a special guest at 
Anantha Vidyaniketana School, Bangalore Rural, for their International Dimension project. 
At the online event, she highlighted the importance of lake restoration and conservation to the 
children.                                                          

                                             

27th January - Usha Rajagopalan was a panelist at a discussion on stopping sewage from 
entering water bodies, on Magic Bricks TV.  

3rd February - Usha Rajagopalan and Trustee Nupur Jain shared their experiences of 
restoring Puttenahalli Lake at an online interaction with students from the American 
International School of Dhaka, Bangladesh. The students are working on the Baridhara Lake 
Phytoremediation Project, close to their school. 
 
6th February – In order to upgrade her gardening expertise and contribute to the 
improvement of the lake environs, PNLIT sponsored Trustee Sangita Agrawal’s participation 
in an online workshop, “Native Forests and Miyawaki Method of Afforestation.” 
 
14th February - The Hindu carried a report on the lake, “Sewage pits start appearing in 
Puttenahalli Lake”, in the city edition. 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/sewage-pits-start-appearing-in-puttenahalli-
lake/article33832933.ece 
 



24th February - Usha Rajagopalan was a speaker at the online event “YuvaShakti Utsava” 
organised by Unnathi Healing Foundation.  
 
6th March – PNLIT filed a Writ Petition in the High Court of Karnataka seeking inter alia 
directions to the government to rehabilitate the encroachers from the lake bund.  
 
19th March - As a tribute to Mr. Zafar Futehally on his 101st birth anniversary, Usha 
Rajagopalan reminisced about his visit to the lake in 2012, in an email to PNLIT well-
wishers.   http://plog.puttenahallilake.in/2021/03/ 
  
20th March - Usha Rajagopalan was one of the recipients of the Bengaluru Women Achievers 
Award presented by B.CLIP (BPAC Civic Leadership Incubator Program) Alumni 
Association. 
 

                               
 
 
 
 
26th March - CEPT University, Ahmedabad, invited Usha Rajagopalan to deliver a lecture on 
her lake revival experience with special focus on the challenges faced by the students of the 
Postgraduate Program in Urban Planning.  
 

                                                
 
 
2nd April - Sanctuary Asia, India's most popular and renowned nature journal, featured 
PNLIT’s endeavour with Puttenahalli Puttakere in the April - May 2021 issue. 
 
13th April - Usha Rajagopalan and Nupur Jain attended an online meeting with members of 
Enactus Ramjas, a student run organization in New Delhi, for their project Neer. The project 
aims to make potable drinking water accessible to marginalised communities.  
 



27th April – On a trial basis, 14-year-old Nishka Jain put up a handmade bird feeder on the fig 
tree.                   

                                                                                            
 
12th May - Usha Rajagopalan attended a video interview with architect Vaidehi Rajpat, 
Principal at Innovature Research and Design Studio, Bangalore. The research project, 
“People Places Relationships”, aimed to understand how citizens perceive and behave in the 
urban space that they occupy. 
 
13th May - Amrita, a researcher from Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Kharagpur, sought 
online interviews with PNLIT trustees for a project on the role of women in conserving urban 
commons in Bangalore. She and Prof. Harini Nagendra from Azim Premji University wanted 
the trustees’ perspectives regarding problems faced by women while spearheading lake 
restoration. 
 
14th May - PNLIT gardeners installed several tree trunks as bird perches on the lake bed.  
 
 

                                
 

                       
 
29th May - Usha Rajagopalan was one of the speakers at “Virtual Ocean Tour -2,” an online 
discussion on man’s rampage on water bodies.                                          https://en-
gb.facebook.com/pg/CORAL-WOMAN-350472895501111/posts/ 
 



5th June – On World Environment Day, INOX Leisure Ltd., featured Usha Rajagopalan on its 
social media handles Instagram, Twitter, Facebook and Linkedin, as part of its social media 
campaign, “INOXsalutesecowarriors.”     
 

                                             
 
19th June - BBMP began building a new bund in the wetland to enclose the four inlet pipes. 
This siltation chamber is part of PNLIT’s design to make the wetland more manageable and 
effective. 
 

           
 
 
21st June – PNLIT got the staff vaccinated for Covid 19. 
 
21st June – People for Animals, Bangalore, a group which focuses on wildlife rescue, did a 
video interview of Usha Rajagopalan for their school outreach program. 
  
 
Below are the links to Instagram posts on Puttenahalli Lake created by Sruthi Sudevan, 
Research Assistant, ATREE : 
https://www.instagram.com/p/CJITfQMsQ8X/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link  
https://www.instagram.com/p/CJdg0aeMkQD/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link  
 
 
 
                                                           *** 
 (Divya Shetty is a member of the Puttenahalli Neighbourhood Lake Improvement Trust) 
   

 

 

 


