
 
In Memoriam 
                                                    
  

The Tree-Man of Bangalore          
  
Dr.KH Vinaya Kumar, IFS (Rtd)                                                                                                                                             
EMPRI FELLOW & DIRECTOR (Research) 
 
We were shocked to hear the sad news of the demise 
of Sri. SG Neginhal, IFS (Rtd) on 2nd May 2021, 
after succumbing to Covid 19. He was renowned for 
his dedicated work in greening Bangalore. 
This news brought my memories of him to 2007 
when I received a call from him when I was DCF 
Hunsur, enquiring about the flora of Anechoukur. 
He was very happy that I was planning to document the floristic biodiversity of 
Kalbetta state forest, on which I ultimately did my PhD program. That was the first 
time I spoke to him. Later I met him in Aranya Bhavan, Bengaluru, in a meeting 
where he was also invited.  
Mr.Neginhal was a passionate forester who served Karnataka Forest Department. 
His contribution to urban forestry, wildlife photography and taxonomy of forest flora 
will be remembered for generations to come. He was from Uttara Kannada District 
and did his education from Dharwad. He is known to have participated in the Quit 
India Movement.  Mr.Neginhal was DCF, Bangalore from 1982 to 1987, during which 
time he was instrumental in planting 15 lakh seedlings. In this mega program he 
involved public as volunteers and encouraged people's participation. His work on 
urban afforestation in Bengaluru, along with Mr.PD Gaonkar, IFS (Rtd) and Mr. 
Sampangi, IFS (Rtd), brought the Indira Priyadarshini Vriksha Mithra award to the 
state from Government of India. He was the Field Director of Project Tiger Bandipur, 
when it was started in 1973, and was instrumental in providing conservation status to 
the Kokkarebellur pelicanry. Mr.Neginhal has also guided and encouraged the 
raising of tall seedlings in the nurseries of the state. 
He has authored several books on forest trees. They include- Your Bangalore, 
The Trees, City Trees and urban Planning, Forest trees of the Western 
Ghats, Forest trees of South India, Golden Trees and many more that 
showed his passion for documenting and spreading the knowledge on trees. He was a 
true lover of trees. 
Mr. Neginhal was a recipient of TNA Perumal Memorial National Photography 
Award in 2017. He was a dedicated officer and a thorough gentleman who has left 
behind a legacy of planting trees with passion.  
He is survived by a son and four daughters. May his soul rest in eternal Peace and 
attain Sadgathi.🙏🙏🙏 
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