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The plants are commonly chosen to reclaim soil contaminated with sewage, or in water recycling 
and reclamation. 

Canna lilies are a group of plants with beautiful flowers. We have all witnessed the beautiful blooms 
of the Canna, haven’t we? But have you ever wondered about the rest of the plant itself? In case you 
did not know, Canna lilies tell a story like no other! There are so many secrets to Canna lilies waiting 
to be revealed. Here are some of them we know about. 

Canna lilies are related to the ginger family. This essentially means that the plant grows out from an 
underground mass of nutrients and special cells. This mass is called as a Rhizome. (In case you are 
wondering what that is - it is the ginger rhizome that we use in our cooking.) This means that the 
plant can grow at any point of time without having to produce seeds necessarily. That is one 
amazing survival strategy! Another interesting fact about this plant is that its scientific name, Canna 
indica, was actually given due to a small misunderstanding by explorers long time ago. Usually the 
word “indica” connotes “originated from India”. But in the case of Canna, it was discovered on small 
islands now known as “West Indies”. The explorers thought they had reached India and thus named 
the plant species “Indica”. Talk about not having your bearings right!!  

            Canna growing lush @ Puttenahalli Lake- 2017 Photo courtesy: Nupur Jain                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Canna is also known for its ability to soak up nutrients quickly and efficiently, store it and grow fast. 
This is why it is one of the plants that are commonly chosen to reclaim soil contaminated with 
sewage, or in water recycling and reclamation. When Canna is grown in such conditions, it has been 



observed that there is less smell of decaying matter as cleaning up of soil or water is very efficient 
(up to almost 70%). Plus, the benefit is that the flowers are pretty too! This makes Canna a very 
important plant in horticulture and phytoremediation processes. At the Puttenahalli Lake, you 
will see these plants helping in the water remediation on the artificial floating islands.                      
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